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'f{;mng_ studiad the structurs and dynamics of the populaton of Indis in
Chapier £, we tum now to the study of social institutions. A population i3
ot justa collection of separats, uarslated mdrnduals, it 1= a socisly made up
of distinct bat mmerhnked ciasses and communsues of varrous kinds, Thess
commumitiss sre sustained and regulatsd by sbcial institutons and socisl
relationchips. In this chapter we will be leoking st three institutions= that ars
central o Indisn socisty, namsly saete, trbs and family.

3.1 Caste AND THE CASTE SYSTEM |

Like e Indian, vouralr=5dy kaow that tcaste’ 15 the name ofan srcient sooisl
institution that kas besn part of Indiaa historyand culre for thousande of
vears. But like any Indian kving in the twenty-first cenmry, -mu:ﬂ:i::. knawthﬁt
somsthing called ‘caste’ is definitely & part of indian society oday. To whas
extent ars these two ‘castes’ - the one tharis suppesed to bepartofIndis'= pa=1,
and the ans that = pert of iz present —the same thing? Thm 19 the qusshon
that wea will try to answer in this ssction.

C AsTE 1N THE PasT

Caste i= an institution u.n.'ll:[u.eh sséocisted with the Indian sub-continent.
While social arrangaments prudumng similar effects have En_-r.teﬁ in other
par= of the world, the exact form has aot been found elsewhers. Although it
1=:an msttution characteniaticof Hindu society, :cas=ie ha=-spread 1o the major
non-Hindu communities of the Indian sub-continent. This is:specially true of
Mushims, Christians and Sikhs.

Az iz well-known, theEnglish word taste’is actually s bosrowing from the
Portuguese casia, mmmngpuxehfﬁed The word rﬁemmammdmsnnmunni
arrangement thatin Indian lansuages. (beginning with the ancijent Sanslon)

ie:referred 1o by two distinct terms, vama and jeti Vama literally ‘colour’,
i1=°the name given to a four-fold diviston of society inte brafmane, kshatriya,
vaishya and shudra, thotgh this sxcludes & significant ssction of the populavon
compssed of the ‘sutcastes’, foréignérs, slaves, conquersd peoples and others
somstimes r=fer=d 1o 33 the panchamas ar fifth category. Jati is 3 generic term
refernng o species or kinde of anything ranging from inanimate objects o
‘plants, sammals and human beings, Jat is the word most commonly ussd 1o
refer to the wnsttution of céiste in Indisn lanpuapsE, though it i1s' interesting
to nots that, incressingly, Indian lanzuszs speakers are beginning to uss the
English word ‘caste’. '

The pr=ciszs relanoneinp between vams and jan hae been the subject of much
speculation and debate among scholars. The most common interpretation is to
treat varns asa broad all-Indis ageregative classfication, whitle jati 1s taken 1o
beavegionsl or locsl sub-clazsification mvolning a murh more complex system
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consisting of hundreds or sven thousands of castss snd
sub-ce=ies. THis me=sne thatwhile thefourvarms cla=sification Ayyankali

is cammon to all of India, the jati hisrarchy has more local (1863 - 1914)
classificasions that very from resion to region.

Opinione-alze differ on the exact aze of the caste
system. It 15 generally agread though, that the:fourwama
cilzzeification iz rouphlye three thouzsand yedrsold. However:
the‘cafee syrtem " etood for different thinge in differsnt times
periods, &0 that itis misleading to think of the same systam
centinuing for three thousand vears, lo iz earliest phase,
- the: late Vedic perod roughly batwsen 500 — 300 BC,
the caste system was really S-varns sysiem and consisted
ef enly four major divisions, These drvisions Were not very
eisborate or vary rigid, and they were not determined by
birth. Movement goroes the catégories sgems © haye been
nat only possible but guite common. It is only s the post-
Vadic peniod that caste became the ngd imstitunion that e
tEmiliar to tUstfrom w2l known definttians.

The mest commonly cited definmsz featuréa i gastéare
the following:

1. Cast=is dsterminad by birth —a child s “bem mio" the
caste of itz parents. Caste 1= never & matter of choices
One cannever shanse gne'z caste, lasve 1t er chos=enor
to joan it &lthiough there are instances where a peraon:
may be sxpalled from their casis,

2. Membsrehip in 5 caste involves strict rules sbout
marriage. Caste groups aré “sndogamous’, 1.8, mamsge 15 reetrciad o
members of the group.

L

Caste memberatup al=o 1avolves rules about food and food-sharning, What
kinds of food may or may netoe satens prescribed and who ons may shars
food with is slgo zpecifisd.

=l

Castz involves 5 system consisting of meny casies syrangsd in a hisrarchy

of rank and status, In theory, every person hae a caste, and svery casts

hse 5 specified place in the hierarchy of all cactss. Whale the hierarchiral
positton of many castes, particularly in the muddls ranks; may vary from
sapipny: to eepion there s aiwars & hierarshy.

5. Castsz glzo invelve sub-dvizionz within themsslves, Le., caztes almost
glwsys hsve sub-castss and sometimes sub-castes may alse have
sub-gast=s. This 15 referred to as A segment=l organication,

€. Ca=zt=z wers rraditionally linked to gocupations. A person born into a caste

could only practice the occupation associated with that casts, so that

occupationewers hereditary, 1.6 passed on from generation o gensration,
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_ . On-the other hand = parbcalar eoqupsiion could only be
Jotirao Govindrao Phule pursusd by the casis ssSociated with 1t —membcrs of other
(1827-1880) casras could not entar tha gocupstion,

Thess features asre the prescribsd rulss found in
ancient scnptural texte. Since theos prescriptions were
not always practiced, wa cannot =ay foc what extent these
ruises sctially determined the smpirscs] reahiv of caste —its
coricrets meaning for the peopls living at that time. As Fou
can sez, most of the prescriprions involvad prohubitians
or restrictigns of vanous sorts. it 15 sles clear from the
hastorics] evidence that casts was a very unegusal metinition
= some castes benefitted greatly from the =ystem. while
others Were condemned to-a life of endiess lsbour and
subordinatian. Most important, once caste bafame rigidly
determinad by birth it wae in principie i'i_'&p_nsﬁhlé for a
persan to ever changs their life circumstances. Whether
4qﬂm G,ﬂ'ﬂ I| ﬁ&ﬂﬂ& they dezerved 1t or nef; an upper caale person would glwass

4 i i “ hawshigh stams, whis a lower caste personwould always
dﬂ g:' 'uf 2 of low status,

Th=oretically, ths caste syziem can be understood as
the combination of two =ats of principles one bazed on
difference snd 3sparation and the other on whohsm snd
hierarchy, Eachcasisi= suppesed to be different from —and
isthercfore senetle separared from— every other caste. Many
of the seriptural rales of caste ars thus desipned to prevent
tlm:mmﬂgui castes — niles raaging from marnizze; food
sharing and social intstaction o occupstion, On the other
hand, these different and ssparated cast=s do not have an mdividusl sxistence -
they can only sxistn relanion tc a larger whole, the totality of sociaty consisting
of gll caztes, Further, this=ortetsl whole or gystem isa hisrarchicsl rather than
sgalitarian system. Each individual casie occupiss not just a distinet placs,
biit sise an ordered rank — a particuiar position in a ladder-like arranzement
gming from highest to lowest.

The hisrarchical ordering of castes i= based on the distinction betwesn
‘puniy sod ‘pollunoan’. This i=-a dimsion beiween:semethinz beheved to be
cloeer to the'sacred {thus connpoting ritus! purity), and tﬂmdﬂung bshsved o s
distant from or opposed o the Sacred, thersfors considered ritually polluting.
Castezthstare mn.sﬂmdr:mﬂvpmp have high astatus while thnes coneidered
lezs pure or impure have low smrus. As in all socisties, material powsr [1.8.,
Sconomic or militsry power] i3 clgeely aszosated with zocisl ztatus, zo thas
those iy powsr tend to be of high status, and vice verss. Hizstonens bhelieve that
thoss who were defeated in wars weares often assigned low casts status,

Finslly, castes are not only unequsl to each other in ritual terms, they are
alzo supposced (o becomplementarny and nog-compsting groups. In other words,
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sach’ cadie hiss s own place in-ths sysiem which cianot
betait=n by any other caste, Sincscaste igalse linked with Savitri Bai Phule
ﬂ-ﬁc*.rpa'ﬂ.nﬂ_ the :rsmm unetione as the social division of (1831-1887)

lahour, except that in princinle, it allows no mobality.

CoLoNiaLism AND CASTE

Compared o the ancient past. we know a lot more about
caste 1 our recent-history. If modern history 1= taken to
besin with the nmetsenth cenhury, then Indian Indepesidenes
in 1947 offers & ranursl dividing line betw==n the colonisl
paried |roughly 130 v2ars from around 1800 o 1947) and
the post-Independence or post-talonisl period (the ssven
decades-from 1947 to the present day|, The pressat form of
casts as & social institution has besn'shapsed very strocgly
b Both the colonisl period &= el a= thie rapid chanzesthiat
hsve coms sbout in indepsnd=nt Indis.

Schofars have agre=ead rhat a1l major =ocisl instiTutione
and speciallv rhe institution of casts underwent msjor
changes dunng the colonial penod. In fact, some scholars
argue that what we know today as casts 35 more-a product
of colonialisin than of ancistit Indién tradition. Notall ofthe
changes brought about wers intended or dsliberate. Initally,
th= Brinch administrators began by trying to uud&r:‘.:‘mnd
the complexines of caste in an =fort 1o lesrm how to govern
the country efficiently. Someaf these sfforts took the'shape
of very methodical and intehisive survevsand reportson the
‘customs and menners’ of variols tribes and eacstes all oéez
the country. Many BEntich administratve officiale were alze amat=ur sthnologists
and took great interest in pursuing such survers and studiss,

But by far the most imgortant official effort 1o collect information on casts
was through: the census. First begun 1o the 12605, the census becams &
regular ten-vearly exercise conductsd by the British Indisn goverament from
1881 onwards; The 1901 Census under the direction of Herbart Risler was
particularly imporisnt 5 it sought to collect informatinn on the secial hitrarchy
of caste — 1.8, the =ocial order of precedencs 1n particulsr regione, &= o the
position of sach caste in the rank order. This sffort had a huge impact on
social perceptmns of casreand hundreds of peutions-wers addressed w the
Cenzus Commmissionsr by representatives of different castes claiming a higher
position in the zocial scale'and offering historics]l and scriptural evidence for
thair clatme. Oversll, E-_h-ﬂ‘.ﬁl's feal that this keind of direct &‘rte.mp!: to count caste
and to offizially record casts 3tstus v:h:s_ﬂ_ged ths institution fteelf Hefore thee
kind of mterventon, casio iwdenniies bkad been much more fluwd acd las= ngd;
oncethey Degen to be counted aisd recorded, caste began:totsls on smew lifs;
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B Ths admmizhration aich tool 8n taterest 1n the welfars
Periyar (EV. Ramasami of desntrodden eastes referred to 55 the 'deprsassd
Naickar) clssees 5t that time, It was as part of thase sfiorts that the
(1675-1573) Government of India Act of 1335 was passed which gave
legal recoznition o the hsts or ‘zchedules’ of castes and
tribes'mark=d out forspecial treatment by the stsis. This s
bow the t2rm = “Schedulsd Tabes and the Schedulsd Castes
came into baing, Cast=s st the bottom of the hisrarchy that
suffered severs discrimination, including all the so—called
Sntonchabls’ castes. were mcindsd among the Scheduted
Castes: [You wll resd more on untouchsblity =sad the
strupples sg=inset it in Chepfer 5 on socia] exclusion.|
Thue colonializm brought about majer changes in the
institution of caste. Pechaps it would be more'accurats to
=ay that the msttuton of caste underwant fundaments!
chanpes dunng thecolomzs! peried. Notjpustlndia but the
whaleworld was undersoing rapid change during this pariod
dus to the spread of capitshism snd medarnity,

CASTE IN THE PRESENT

Indian independencs in [247 marked a big burt ultimarely
ondy parsal bresk wath ths colenial past. Caste cenmderations
had inevitably playeds role in the mass mobilisations of the
nationslict movemsnt., Efortz to organise the “depressed
clegess” aﬂd particulsrly the unmutr;lit:&tlé casiss prﬁdﬁted
the narignablist movement, having Yegun in the second half
of the ninstesath century, Thiswas an immnatve taken from both ends of the
casts spectrum — by uppercast= progrezsive reformers aswell a5 by membary
of the lowsr casi=s such a= Makarma Jotiba Finile and Babasshsb Ambedlar
inwestern India, Ayyaniali, Sri Narayana Guru, [yothssdacs and Périyar (EV.
Ramsswamy Naickar] m the South. Both Mshsetma Gandhi and Bakassheb
Ambedkar began orgenising protests agaanst untonchabiny from the 19305
onwards. Anti-untouchability programmes became & sipnificant part -of the
Congress azeada so that by the time Independencewas on the horizon, therevwas
& broad agreement across the spectrum of the nationalist movement to abahsh
‘caste distinctions. The deminant view 0 the natonalist movement Was 10 treat
caste asa socisl enl and asa colomeal ploy to drvde Inndians. But the nattonals:
leadess, aboss &ll, Maehatma Gandi: were ghis o simultaneously work for the
upliftment of the lowss castss, sdvocate the abolition of untouchshbility and
other caste restrictions. and, at the same ume, resssurs the landowning upper

m oazies that their mrarssiz, oo, would be loolied after.
=

The pcmt:vlnciﬁpaﬂden::ﬂ Indign stats inheried angd refisctsd thess
conmradictens. Oa the ons hand. the stste was committed to the sholitdon of
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cante end stphoitly wrote thie b the Consbrhition:
Orn the othsr hand, the state-was both unabls and S5n Narayana Guru
unwilline to push through radical raforms which (1856 -1928)
would have undermined the economic basis for casts
inequality. AT yet another level, the state assumed
thasifit opesated in s caste-biind menner; thiz-would
sutomatically lead to the undermaning of caste Bassd
povileres snd the sv=nmusl shalition of the instifgfing.,
For exampls, ‘appeointmeniz to government jobs took
nc account of caste, thus leaving the well-educated
uppsr caszies and the ill-educated or ofien ilhitersts
lower castes o compets on “squal’ terms. The only
excaption to this was in ths form of retervations fir
theScheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

The development activity of the =tate and ths
growth of private industey alse affected caste indwactly
throuzh the speseding up end intess:ification af
sconomic changs. Modern indusiry crearsd all lunds
of nsw jolis for wHick therd 3Were no casie ruless
Urbanizstion and ths conditions of collective ﬂij_.qg
iy the cities meds it difficul for the caste-ssgrsgated
patternc of socinlinteracton to curmye At & differsar
level modern educsted Indianz stirasted s the hbers!
ideas of imdividushesm and mentocracy, began to
abandon the mora extreme casts pratiicss. Oal the
other Wand, it was remarkable how resili=nt casts
proved to be. Recruntmeant 1 industrial jobs. whather
th-the textile mills of Mumbas (thes Hombay|, the
mte millz of Eolkasa {then Caleurs) or sisewhars.
confinusd to ba erganizsd along caste and innship-
based lings. The middis mén who récruitsd labour for Eactorizs tendsd to
eecruit them from their own caste and region <o that particular departments
or shop floors were often dominased by specific castes. Prejudice againet the
unitguchables remamed quite stvong end was not absent from the oity, though
not &5 extremes &s 1t sould be 1 the village.

Not surgrisingly. it was in the eultueal and domestic spheres that ciste
haz proved swrenzest, Eandogamy, or the practice of marryving within the
caste, remamed lavgely unaffested by modernisation and changs. Even today,
maost marrisges taks place within casts boundanes, although thers are more
intsrcaste mersages. W hile zome boundanss may have becoms mares fl=xible or
porous, the borders between groups of castes of similar gocio-sconomuc status:
ars-still heavily patrolled.

Perhaps, the most eveatful and imporiant sphere of change haz heen thae
of politics. From it= very beginsings in independent Indin, damocratic politics
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hsz been desply conditionsd by caste: Whale its furictioning
M. N. Srinivas has become more and mors complex and Hard to predicr,
(1916-1999) it cannot be denisd that cadts remains cantral to sléctaral
politics. Since the 1280s we haves alss s=en the smerz=ncs
of sxplicitly caste-based political pacties. In the sarly
sencral slections, it sesmed a5 thopph caste solidarres
wears decisive in winming elections. But the situation zcon
got v=rv complicatsd a3 parties competed with sach other
in‘utilising the same kind of caste caleulus,

Socinlozists and =ocial anthropaloeists coinsd many n=w
cancepts to try &nd understand these processzas of changs,
Ferheps the most common of these are ‘sanskeitisation’
and ‘dominant cass’, both coatrtbussd by MM, Srmuvas,
bt distiisssd extenzrrslyand criticissd by other stholars:

‘Banskritication’ refers o a processwhitreby members of
a (usually middis of lower| caste-attempt to raize their own
social statue by adopting the ritusl. domeetic and social
practices of a casts ler castes| of higher status.

:nn:c:ﬁh -qnthmp.qhﬁsﬁ_ - Demmnantcasts' 15 2. teom used o refer to those castes
m‘.‘ﬂ lm:mn. fﬂllmﬂl"ﬂfh an | which hada larpe populanion and weregranted landrnights
by the partal ixnd reforms effected after Indepesidescs. The
lend reforms took away righita fom the srstwhile clsimants,
mtuﬂpl!' castss who W’-&!’E ‘abesntes landinrds'in the sense

Wﬁﬁ g .' ﬂlﬂtth'piE‘irEﬂ ﬂ.upuﬂmﬂ!&agmﬂnualﬁcmnquthﬂr

'ﬁi Immﬁ%ﬁh@w than slsiming their rent. They frequently did not live 1o the
- ,ﬁﬁ' it 1 “l =illage either butwere bassd in towns-and cittes, Thess
*¥  land rghta now cameio be yEsted in the next layer of
claimanes, thoss who wersinvolved in the mansssment of agriculturs but were
not themeslyes the qultivators. Thase intermediats castes in tirn depended on
the labour of the lower castss including specially the untouchable’ castes for
tithng snd tending the land, However, once they got land rights, they acquired
con=mderable sconsmic power. Thesr large numbers alzo zave them political
powsr 1n the sr= of electoral democracy bassd on wunversz] adult franchiss:
THus, these intermetlifte castza becsns the dominant’ Sastes in ths country
zide and playsd a decizive rols in regional politics and the agrasian sconomy.
Examples of such dominant castes include the Yadavs of Bihar and Utar
Pradesh, the Vokkaligas of Earnataks, the Eeddys and Ehammas of Andhrs
Pradsesh, the Marathas of Mahsarsshtra, the Jats of Punjab, Haryans and
Westsrn Uttar Pradesh and the Patidars of Guiaresat,

One of the most sigrsficant vet paradoxical changss in the casts system
in the contémporary pariod is that it hae tendad to bectms Trvieible’ for the
upper caste, uroan muddle and upper clas=as. For these groups, who have
benefited the most from the developmenial polictes of the post-colonal scs,
cazt= hasappeared to decline in significarice precisely because ithas dopeits
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Jjob sowell. Their'caste statis had been crucis! in ensuring that these Sroups:
hsil ths necsseaty sconomic and sducationsl resources 1o take full Advantage
of ths spportunities offered by rapid development. In particular, the upper
caste elite were ghls to benefit from subsidised public education . specially
profsssional sducason: in scisncs, technology, mredicine g&od nansagement.
Atthe same time, they Wers also alile o taks advantage of the sxpansion of putilic
sectorjobs inthe sariy decades after independance, In thie initial period ther lead aver
the rest of cocisty [in terme of education| ensured that they did not face any
sErious compention. As their priwleged statiss got consalidated in the second
end thind gsnsrations, thess groups began to balisve that their advyancemsant
hi=d littls to do with caste, Ceriminty for the third genaranons from thesze grouns
their economic and edncational capital alone is quute sufficient t0 ensure that
they will cantinue to-gst the best in terms of Ife chances. For this group, it
now Ssams that caste plays no part m their public lves] being hmit=d to the
personal sphers of religious practics or marrisge snd kinship, Howerer, 8 farthar
complication is introduced by ths fact that this is & diffsrentiated group, Although
the prinleged as a group-are overwhelmingly upper caste, oot &ll upper caste
peopls sre privilegsd, some being poar.

For the scheduled castes and ribez and the backwird casies = the opposite:
has happansd, For them, casts has become all too vishle, indesd their casts hax
tended to sclipes the other dimensions.of their identities, Bagauss they have
no tnherited sducatonal and sccsal-capial, and becauses they must compes:
with analready entrenchad upper caste group, they cannot afford w sbandon
their casts wdentity for it 15 one of the few collective auects they have. Morsover,
they continue o suffer from discrimination of vamous kinds. The policies of
reservation and other forms of protectvre discrimination msututed by the stars
i1 responise o political pressurs ssrve &5 their lifelmes, But using tus lifslins
tends to makes their casté the all-imporant and ofi=n the only aspect of their
wlentity that the world recognisse.

3.2 TrigAL COMMUNTES I

Trbs"is'a modem =im for communities that are very old, bsing smong the
Qﬁi&,j!;:'mhpbémnts_ of the sub-continent. Tribes 1n Indis havs generally been
defined in terms of what they wers not. Tribes wers communities that did not
practice & rehigion with a written text! did not have 5'stats or polineal form of
the normal kind sxd did not kavs sharp class divisions,

CLASSIFICATIONS OF TRIBAL SOCIETIES

Irs terms= of positive characteristics, I'.t'ib‘ES.hﬂ:E"E been clazsified accarding to their
‘permanent and ‘acquired’ trans. Permanent traits include rezion, languags,
phraieal characteristics and ecologics] habrtat,
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Pinmanir TRARS

The tribal populstion of Indis iz widsly dispsrzed, but thers are sleo
concentrations m certain regions, About 85%6 of the tribal population lives =
‘middle India’, 3 wide band strstching from Gujarat and Rajasthanin ths west
tor West Bangal and Odisha in the east with Madhya Pradesh Jharkhand,
Chattisgarh and parts of Maharashtra and Andhra Fradesh forming the heast
of this region. Of ths remaining 15%, over 1196 i= in ths North Eastem states
leaving anly = little over 3% living 1n the rest of Indis, If we look at the share
of tribals in the state populstion, then the North Eastern states have the
highest concentrations, with all states: except Aszam. having concentrations
of mors than 305%, snd soms; like Arunachal Pradseh Meghslava AMizorsm
and Nagafnd with mors than 0% and upto $5% of wribal population. In the
rest of the country, howaver, the tnbal populstion 1s very small, being lees than
12% in al! states except Odisha and Madhva Pradesh. The scological habitats
coverad mcludes halls, forssts, rural plains and urban ndustnal areas.

Interms=of langusge, Uibes ars categonsed into fourcategones, Two of them.
Indo-Aryan snd Drandian are shared by the r2&t of the Indisn populstion as
wall, fnd tribss sccount for only abiout 19 of ths formar And about 39 of the
latier. The other two languass sroups, the Austric and Tibeto-Burman, are
primarily spolken by tribale, who account for all afithe first and over 8(0%6 af the
second group. In physical-racisl terma, tribes are clasmified under the Negnta,
Ausrraimd, Mongolosd, Dravidian sand Arvan caregones; The last rwo are again
shared with ths rest of the population of India.

In terms of size; tyibes vary & greatdes], ranging from about 3sven million
to soms .ﬁ.nd.a.umnﬂae whmlﬂiwhﬂmﬁq. mumber less than a hundred persons
The bisgest iribes are the Gonds, Bhils, Senthais, Oraons, Minas. Emim.an_rt
Mundas, allof whom are at |sas: & mithon strong. The tota! population of tibes
amounts-1o about 8,2% of the popuianon of Indiz, orabour 84 million persons
according to the 2001 Ceénsus, According to Census Report 2011, 1t 13 8.6%
cfthe pﬂ_pula‘uan of iadia: or about 104 millinn tribal persons in the country,

Acouirep TraiTs

Classifieatinns Based on acquired traits usé two main criteria — mode of
Yivelihood, and sxtent of incerperation into Hindu socisty — or a comBination
of the twao,

On the bagsiz of livelihoed, tribes can be categonssd mto fishermen; food
gatherarz and hunters. shifting culhwetors, pegzants and plantstion snd
indudgtne]l sorksts. Howevsr, the domient classification beth th seadémie
soclogy as well a¢ in polinics and public afisirs 15 the degres of assimilanon
into Hindu society. Assimilanion can be =een either from the point of vizw of
the tribes, or (A= bas been mostoften the cass| from: the pomntof view of the
domnant Hmdu mamstream, From the tribes’ pomnt of wiew, apart from the



sacial Institutions: Continuity and Change

sxtent olEz=imilstion athtivde thwerds Hindu'=acietvi=alds s mewre criterion.
with differentiafion Yetween tribesthat arg pesitissly inelinedt tésards Hinduizm
and thoss whe resist or oppose it From the mainstream point of visw, tribss
may be miewad in terme of the status accordad to them in Hindu soci=ty, ranzing
from the high statnie grven to gome, tothe gegerally low statiss scconded tomost,

TriBe = THe Career oF A CoONCEPT

Duprmg the 1960z acholar=debated
wheiher tbes:snouln ke Sesn-=3
ez =ad of & camntiaiom with caste-
bared (Hindu) peasant socisty. or
whether they wers an altossther
different kind of commumty, These
whi argired for the continuum saw
tribes 5E not beang hundamenially
diffcreat from casra-pa&seant
seciety, but merely less stratifisd
ffewer levels af Wigrarchy) ansd with
8 more community-bazed rather
then indrvidus] sotion of =ezourss
omnership. Howsvee, oppoosents

srgusd thei tridss were whaolly

diffarent from castes bscause

F i ' 1 18
they had no notion of purnty and A tribal village fedr
pollution wheeh 43 central to the

CESES STEIAM.

In zhort; the srgnmisht e 5 mibe-gs=te Mizhachon wes founded on an
e=iumed culhirs! difference bemme=sn Hindu eastes, with tlesir b=li=fE in pugo
and pollirtion and srarchical integration, and “animist’ npals with their mace
egahtanian gngd kinahio kazed modes of social orpanisation;

By ths 1970= g the majpr defirthon= af tnbe were zhowne to be faulty,
f was pointed out thet the tethepeaganrey disnacoon did nor hold s rerms:
of anv of the commeorls advanesd criteria; sizf, isolation, raligion, snd
micans of Uvelihesd, Soms Indisn “tribee™ liks Senthel, Gonds, sad Shils are
very iargs and spread over extEnsive Erritory. Carain tribes bie Munda Hos
and others have long =mee turned to ssitled agreculture, and gven hunnng
gatherng-tribes, like the Birhors of Hihar employ speoislised heusehaolde 1o
miaks Hackets, pressal etc. It he= sldn besn pointed ot in a number of casss;
that in theabzenes of other sltefimiivyes, “casias” (or gon-triksls] havstarned
to huntinz and zeib=ring,

The discuszsion on caste-tnbe differsnces was accompaniad by & larze body

of Bieranire on the mechanisms through which tobes were absorbed ints Hindu

=ectety, throughout the ages — theouzsh Ssoslrittsation. accepiance inio the

FO24IS
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Shirdrafold followimg conmiest by easis Hindus throughacoulturation and'=s
on. Ths whole span cf Indisn histery is ofisn ze=n 3z sn‘8bzorption of differ=nt
tribal proups intd casts Hindu society at vaeving levels of the hisrarchy, as their
lande were coleniged and the foreste cut down. Thie 9 zeen as either napeal.
paralle] to the procass by which all sroups are assimihated nto Hmdutsm as
‘sects; or itis seen asexplotstive. Ths early =chool ofanthropolagisis tended to
smphasae ths cultural &specta of tibal absorption into the mainstrsam whils
the later writsrs have concentrated on the sxploitative and political nature of
the incorporation.

Zome scholare have gleo argued that thers i no coherant basiofor treating
tribes as: “priztine” — i.e,, onginal or purs — societes uncentamunsted by
crnligstion, They propose instedd thattribes should really be seen a5 “sgcondan”
phEnemena arining out of the exploitatize and colonialist contact bitveen pie-
sxisting siates and non- state groupes like the nbale. This contact el creaize
an declogy of "tnvalism” - ths tnbal groups bezin o tiEﬁ:IH! thamesives. -1
tribals m order to diztmguush themzelvesfrom the newly encountersd gthars:

Hevertheless, the idea that tnbssare ks store sge hunung and gathering
societiss that have remainsd untsuched by time 3 shill commen, sven though
this has not besa true fora long time To begin with, sdivasis wers not always the
oppressad groups they ars now - there were seversl Gand kmsdoms in Central
India zuch s« that of Garfis Mendls, or Chands, Many of the so-called Rajput
innsdoms of central and westarn India actually emerged through a process of
stratfication among advast communities themssalves. Adyvasiz often exercised
dominance ovar the plains psople thraligh their capacity to raid them, and
through their sefvices a= local militine, Th=valse occupisda special trade niche,
trading forest produce, =alt and elephants. Marsover, the capiteliet economy's
dovs to exploit forest resources and mnerale and 1o recnut cheap labour has
brought smbhal:soctetzes m contacr with: mesnstrasay socieny & lonshime sgo.

Nationar DeEvELoPMEST VvERSUS TriBal DEVELOPMEST

The imgperstives of development’ have governed attitudes towsrds tribes and
‘shaped the polwcies of the state. Nationsl d=vsiopment, particularly in the
Nehruvian era, involved the building of larp= dams, faciorizs and minez. Betauss
the tribal aress were lacated n mineral rich and forest covered parts of the
country, trzhals have paid a disproportiopate price for the development of the
rest of Indian seciery. This kund of development has bensfited the mainstream
at the-sxpense of the tribes. The process of dispossessing tribale'of thewr land
‘has cccurred a= enscessary byproduct of the sxploitation of minersle and the
u::hsanm: of favourable sitzs for setiing up hydroslectric powsr plants. many
of which were in tribal areas.

Thelozz of the forests opnwhech mos? inbal communities depended ha= been
& major biow, Foreata started 1o be systemancally explomted 1n-British nmes
and the trend 'continued after independence: The coming of private praperty
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i land Nhis= alzo adeerscly affected tiibsls, whose communig-based ormeof
cellective gwnarship were placed at 5 disadvanizss.

Many tnbal concentration regions and states have alss been sxpenencing
the problemof heavy 1o-mgraton of non-tribals in responss w the pressures
of development. This threatens to disruprand overwhelm trbal communites:
end sulures besides aeeelarating the procesz of exploitation of tritEls. Ths
medustrial areas of Jharkhand for 2xampls hava sufiered a dilution of the tnbal
shar= of populstion. But ths most dramstic casss are probably in the North-
Ea=zt A =sists ke Tripura had the tritbsl shers of 1tz population halved within
s-singles decade, reducing them to & minority Sumilar pressuds 18 beme Elt by
Arunachal Fradesh. '

TrisaL loentty ToDAY

Forced inrerporation of tnibal communites ints mamstream processcs
has had it= smparct on tribal culture and society as much as its economy.
Tribal denties today are formed by this mierachonal process gather
then any primordis] (orEinsl, ancient] cherpetenanes peenlisr o thbe=s,
Hecause the iriteraction with thé mainstream has geneérally besil'on terms
unfavsurable o the tribal communities, many tnbal identitiss today are
centred on ideas of resistance and opposition 9 the overwhelming fores of
the non-tohal world,

The postive fmpact
of sticessgss — =Uuch
arz tha achisvement of
statshood for Jharkhand
and Chatusgarh after
g long stroggle = i=
medératad by continuing
problems. Many of the
ntates of the North-
Ea=t; for examgle, have
been Iwving for decadess
undsr special lavws tha:
bmit the vl hibert=s
of citizens,

Ancther =signifcant
devslapment iz ths

Tribal ermpoustrmeit

. 3w o o -
grﬁﬂﬁl'iﬂﬂg ne (G Sopzce hripss /) infedltmibal goes.in f

an educat=d middls class among tribal communitias, Mest visibls in the
Rorth-eastern states, this is now & segment beginning o be seen in the
rs=t of the country azwe=ll, partcularly 2mokz members of the larger tnal
communities. e ‘zonjunction with politisa of reservation |Ebout which you
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will lesarn mor= in Chapter 5| sducation is creating an urbamesd professionsl
cla=s. As tribal societies gst more differntiated —1.s,, develop class and other
divisions within themesives — differsnt bases are srowing for the aseertion of
‘trbal identity.

Two broad s=te of issuss have been most important in giving mise to trbal
movemsnts. Thess are tz3ues relating (o contral over vital economic rescurces
Liks land and specially foreste, and izstes relating to matters of ethnic-cultursi
wdentity, The two can often go togsther, but with differentiation of tribal society
they may aleo diverse. The reazons why the middie clacses within tribal socistine
may aszert their tribal identity may be different from the reasons why poor and
unsducated tnbals join tnbal movements. As with any other community, it is
the relationship berwsen these kinds of internal- dynamics and extemsal forces
ihat will skaps the fuars,

Aszartipns of tribal identity are on the fise This can be laid at lq -
door of the emergence of & middla class wilhin the tribal society.

With the amerganca of this classiin particular. fssues of culturs. traditian.
livelihood -=ven contral ove: land: and resources -a: wellaz demands=for a
#ze nthe bensfivel the roodemity. have an intagral
part of the articulation of identity.among tha tibss Thets &, thersfora. a
hew consclousness amongiibes now, caming fram itz middle clazses. The
m&ddia ciasiss thams"at-m d12 & consque of modesn edu:&llun and
madern u:thaﬁu@“ﬁgﬂ in turn: qﬁﬁ:mm policies.

(Soutce: Uirg.*m]:‘axa ‘Culture. Eﬂﬁfbﬂ:&'ﬂﬂd’ Identity: The-Case of the Tiibes
A India’ mJﬂ.ﬁn et a1 2006)

.';::EF E T

3.3 Fauy A | (T—

Each one of us.is Born into & family, and most of us spend long years within
st Uzuslly we fes] very strongly about cur family. Somstimes we feel vary sood
about our parsnts; grasdparents, siblings] uncles, sunts and cousing, wheress
at athHers =8 den't, On the on= hand. we rezear thelr interfersncs ‘and vet we
migs their gverbearing ways when wears away from them, The fmmily 155 space
ﬁgrmtmmﬂiﬁmi care. It hae slen been 5 =ite of bitter conflicts, ijusnce and
wviolence. Femals infanticide, violent confiiste between hrothers over propenty
and ugly legal disputes are as much:parr of family and lkemshipas sre stories

of compassion, zacnfice snd cara,

The structure of ths family can bastudisd both &= 4 =zocisl institution

in itself and sizo in 2z relasionship to other secial institutions of socisiy. In

itzelf 5 famaly can b= defin=d a3 nuclear or extenided. o oan be m&IE hnaﬁﬁd
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or Ismale-headed. The bne of desesnt can Ue miEtnlinsgl or patrilinesi.
This internal structure of the family is usually relsted to other striscimres
of =ociaty, ﬂ:'ﬂ:lIEIF political. sconomic, cultural see. Thue ths mugration
of men from the willases of the Himalayan region a0 lesd 1o an unusaa!l
propbrhos ol womsn-hesded families e the villegs. Or the work schedulss
of voung parents in ths software industrye in India may lezd to increasing
aumber of grandparents moving in 33 cars-g@vere to young grandchildran,
The composittan of the family and its structurs thersby changes.gnd thess
chianges can bs undsretocd nir=lsiion to other changes m Sacisty. The
family [thisprivate sphsrel is linked to the economie, political, cultural, and
educationel {ths pubkc| spheres,

The family i= an imt=sral part of our lives. We take it for granted. Ws
siso eszums that other peoples families muet be liks our own. A= we s5W
howsver, fannliss have different structures snd these structurss change.
Sometimes these changss soour scoidentally, as when & war tﬂkes placeor
people migrate i search of work: Somsetumes these changss are purposely
brought about, 45 when voung peopls dscide v shooss their spousss
inistesd of letiing elders decide, Or when same sexlovs ib exprassed opsaly
inl SOCIELy.

It 15 gvidsar from the kind of changes thar:make piace thar not only
hiave family strdctures changed, but cultural deas, norms and valuss slso
change. Thess changes are howsver not 50 sasy to bring about. Both histary
and contsmporary tmes sugeest that often changein family and marniags
norms ars remisted nolently. The amuly has many dimensions 1o 1t InIndia
however dissussionsion the family hawE often 2vclved arcund the nutisar
and extended family. '

NucLear aND ExTENDED FAMILY

A nuclear family consists of caly one cot of parents end their children. An
extendad family (commonly knownas the jjoinr family) can rake didferent
forms, but has more than one coupls; and often mores thian two gensrations,
living together. This sould be & get of brothere with their individual families.
or-an slderly coupls with their.sons and grandsons and their respeenive
families. The sxtended family ‘often 15 'seen a= symptomatic of India. Yee
thiz i€ by no Misans the dominant form now cr earlier. It wae confined te
certsin sections and certsin regions of the community. Indsed the term
joint famuly’ itzelf 5 oot a nauve categeary, As LE. Be=zss obssrves, “The
expressicn Joint family i not the translation of any Indmmn word like thato
it iz interesting to note that the words ussd for joint familyin most of the
Indian lansuszss ars the sguivalanis ﬂ.if ﬁﬂmlﬂﬁﬂ_ﬁl ot ths Eﬂghﬁiﬂ word
Joint family " (Desar 196444
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Tue Diverse FOrms oF THE FamiLy

Sridies hevs'shown how diverss family forma &r= fouind in different sovieties:
With regard to the rule of residence, zome societiss ars mupirileea! in their
MArAsse and family customs while uthm ars pqmiamt in the Arsi cass
the newly marned wmle staye with the woman's parents, whersas in the
‘second case the couple lives with the man's parsnts. With regard to the rules
of inhentance; matriineal =ocieties pass-on property from mother to dsughter
wihile patrimeal societies do 5o from father to son. A parrigrochal femily structurs
sxistz wher= the men =xercizs authority snd dominence, and matriarchy where
ths women plar = .*.Lmjlu.t'lj' domunant role. Howsver, matrisrchy — unlike
patoiarchy — has been a theoretical eather than an emperical concepti Thers is
zo historical or-anthropological sndence of matnarchy — 1.2, Socistiss whers
Tromen sxsreizs dominences. However, there do exizt mutrilinsglsori=tizs, 1.2,
‘socigtizs wheré women inherit gropérty from their mothers but do n6t exsrcise
control over it nor aré they the dacision mskers in public &fisirs.

1 Whatisihe mlaof theidaas ofseparation and hiﬁralchy inths caste systam”
2 What are some oftherules thal thg caste system imposss?
3. What changss did colenialem ting:@bout in tha caste system?

4 In whatsense hat casle become relatively ‘invisible’ Tor the wban upper
casies?

F  How howve inbas beenclgsiied m india?

6. What evidence would you affer a gamst the view that 'tnbes are primilive
communities living izolated lives untouched by civilization?

T Whatare the factors bahind the asserion of tribal identitizs loday?
8. What are 5ome ol the diffefant forms thal the family can teke?

8. ' Inwhat ways can changesinsocial structurs lead te changesin the famiy
gtra cliurs?

10 Explain the difference batwasn matriliny and maltnarchy

|! Questions
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